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PAPER 
OF 
THE GENERAL FEDERATION OF IRAQI WOMEN. 
PRESENTED 
TO 
THE COMMISSION OF WOMEN AND LABOUR 
INCLUDING 
THE WOMEN IN THE RURAL AREAS 


This paper presented to the Commission of Women and 
Labour including women in the Rural Areas constitute a good 
ground for discussion. No doubt, the working team has exerted 
great effort in preparing this study. 


The women in Iraq faced many difficulties and obstacles which 
hindered her participation widely and effectively in work due to the 
backwardness, oppression and deterioration inflicted upon her under 
the regimes preceeding 17 July Revolution of 1968 besides the lack 
of work opportunities. Work was confined to man, hence the rate of 
working women at the end of fifties did not exceed two percent 
from the total working power in Iraq. 


In the rural areas the situation was different, the rates of 
working women reached 50%of the total labour there. But she was 
neither paid nor had any sight although she was carrying out all the 
work. Woman in the rural area was exploited and this situation 
continued until the beginning of the seventies, where the number of 
women working in the economic sectors did not exceed 5 %of the 
total man power, while the rate of women working in agricultural 
sector reached 50 %of the total man power. Only 5 %of the women 
employed in this sector were paid the rest were exploited. 


9 


Against this heavy burden of backwardness, the lraqi Revolu- 
tion paid due attention to labour practical programme to secure 
more woman’s participation in work, improve her social and econo- 
mic position to enable her to occupy equal position with working 
men. 


The revolution’s concern to employ women in all types of 
work is not only a strategic aim of the revolution but is an urgent 
need for the vast development plans, Iraq is underg: ing which needs 
great number of man power of various specialization that can not be 
met without employing women on a wide scale. The plan of labour 
power and training has confirmed this issue which is considered part 
of Iraq’s National Development Plan. 


To begin with this, it was necessary to provide all necessary 
requirements which would ensure employing woman. Modern day 
nurseries for children of working women have been built to aid 
women, kindergartens have been increased, and illiteracy among 
women of the age group (15-45) has been eradicated, thus enabling 
them to meet the needs of modern work. Special attention has been 
given to the subject of training women in various specialized sub- 
jects to meet the needs of the national plan. 


On the higher education level students are encouraged to study 
scientific subjects to meet the needs of the national development 
plan for specialized manpower. 


Special attention has been also given to rural women to raise 
their cultural, economic and social positions. Rural women benefited 
from health, cultural and educational facilities provided for them to 
raise their educational standard making them more capable of 
comprehanding the tasks of constructions and able to contribute 
effectively in the development process. 
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Mechanization is used on a wide scale, to economize time and 
effort and encourage the rural woman to benefit from her free time 
din developing her social and cultural position. 


The Agrarian Reform Law entitled the woman to obtain a 
piece of land to reclaim it and plant it like men, in order to build 
her economic independence. 


On the other hand, the cooperatives’ law entitled her to parti- 
icipate in cooperatives as a full member enjoying equal rights and 
carrying out similar duties defined by the law for man. 


In an earlier period, centres to guide the rural woman had been 
established, the purpose of which was to awaken educate, guide and 
train rural woman on some handicrafts. 


The General Federation of Iraqi women has contributed greatly 
in enhancing the social, cultural and economic standard of rural 
women. Branches and centres of the Federation have been opened 
in most villages in Iraq. Rural women members in these branches 
gain general knowledge, education and training on some skills which 
raise their qualifications and encourage them in shouldering new 
tasks besides farming. The Federation adopted effective methods 
and means to reach rural women in the remote villages. It sent 
working teams from the Federation’s members to the villages. They 
encamped in special tents which constitute a centre for their move- 
ment to nearby villages. They stay few days in each village carrying 
out some duties which contribute in developing the rural woman. 


The Federation adopted the rural caravan system, namely, 
working groups from social, cultural and health institutions spon- 
sored by the Federation, carrying out prepared programme in several 
villages during within a short period of time. The caravan offers 
services to the villagers, enlighten them and make them more aware 
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of the rights of the women gained. 


The efforts exerted in enrolling women in work resulted in 
increasing the number of working women. It rose to 18% in 1980 
against 16.33% in 1977. The number of working women increased 
from 5% in the beginning of seventies to 19% in 1980. It is hoped 
that it will reach 28% in 1985. In general, the rate of annual in- 
crease in preparing working women is around 1.6% . 


These results are the embodiment of Arab Ba’th Socialist 
Party’s (ABSP) ideology, the leading Party in Iraq, which affirmed 
in its literatures on the necessity of emancipating Arab women from 
the old legislative, social and economic backwardness. 


Providing healthy conditions for her full and effective contribu- 
tion in Arab society came at the head off the Party’s goals and were 
realized. 


The development achieved on this level displeased imperialism, 
Zionism and reactionary elements. They started weaving conspiracies 
against Iraq, aiming at hindering its march towards progress and 
construction. 


The Zionist aggression against the Iraqi Nuclear Installations, 
the Zionist entity’s supply of arms and spare parts to the Persian 
regime through a third party with the blessing of the USA, is one 
aspect of this conspiracy. 


Our faith in woman’s right to work urge us to remind the 
commission about the difficulties the working women in Palestine 
and in a number of African, Asian and Latin American countries are 
facing, such as unhealthy conditions of work and unequalities in 
rights. 


In 1979, a conference was held in Baghdad to discuss “‘The 
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Role of Women in Development in Non-Aligned and Developing 
Countries”. Involving woman in all walks of life and providing her 
with all prerequisites for participating in the development program- 
mes in their countries constituted an essential base for convening 
the conference. 


The conference’s resolutions constituted a firm base for the 
expansion of woman’s participations in the development process. 


From this point ot view the Non-Aligned Summit held in Havana in 
1979, studied these resolutions, referred them to Copenhagen 
Conference which in its turn adopted them as an important docu- 
ment. 


On the light of the above mentioned, we propose to the 
commission to present the following recommendations to the 
conference presidency’s body to adopt them in its final statement 
namely: 


1. To condemn the Persian aggression on Iraq, and support Iraq’s 
legitimate rights in sovereignty over its water and territories. 


2. To condemn the Zionist aggression on the Iraqi Nuclear 
Installations and to contirm Iraq’s right in using nuclear energy 
for peaceful purposes in order to bridge the technological gap 
existing between Iraq and the advanced countries. 


3. To sipport the Palestinian woman in her just struggle against 
the Zionist occupation and to,enable her to continue her 
struggle on the road of liberating Palestine and establish a 
Palestinian State on the soil of Palestine. 


4. To support the woman’s struggle in Africa, Asia, and Latin 


America on the path of liberation, independence and utilization 
of natural resources in the process of development and cons- 
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truction in a manner that realizes her ambitions and aims. 
To confirm and evaluate the resolutions of the conference 


held in Baghdad in 1979 on “The Role of Woman in Develop- 
ment in Non-Aligned and other Developing Countries”’. 
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PAPER 
OF 


THE GENERAL FEDERATION OF IRAQI WOMEN 
PRESENTED 
TO 
THE COMMISSION OF EQUALIZING WOMAN IN SOCIETY 


The statement prepared by the working team on the subject of 
‘Equalizing Woman in Society’ which is presented to the Commis- 
sion for discussion, deserves evaluation due to the efforts exerted in 
preparing it and the ideas included in the statement. 


Realizing the importance of the role the woman plays in the 
process of development and construction, 17 July Revolution led by 
the Arab Ba’th Socialist Party (ABSP) eversince its emergence 
worked on equalizing woman in society in rights and duties, and 
stipulated its equality in the Constitution. 


The woman who suffered backwardness and sex discrimination 
in former regimes, needed intensified and hasty action to translate 
this equality into practical formula, taking into consideration the 
necessity of providing a sound base and healthy circumstances to 
enable woman enjoy equal rights. 


This principle has been taken into consideration in all the 
revolution’s programmes to liberate woman being half the society 


and secure for her equal rights and duties with man. 


Equal rights in society has been realized for woman, particular- 
ly in the following fields: 


17 


First: 


Equality in Opportunities of Education: 


Compulsory Education has been applied in primary 
schools on males and females since 1978. 


An increase in the number of females in these 
schools has been noticed, it reached 45% in 1980 
against 29% in 1971. 


This simple difference noticed in ratio between male 
and female could be referred to the effects remain- 
ing from the period preceeded the application of 
compulsory education. 


The National Comprehensive Illiteracy Eradication 
Campaign was initiated in December 1, 1978, to 
cover all citizens age group (15-45) deprived in the 
past from obtaining education, including 1,535,940 
females. The majority of which joined the Popular 
Schools after completing the basic and completion 
Stages. 


Complete equality has been realized in benefitting 
from educational opportunities in all stages of 
school, which helped in increasing the number of 
females in all stages. On the secondary school’s 
level, number of females reached 31% in 1980 
against 29% in 1971, in vocational schools the 
number reached 28% in 1980 against 23% in 1971, 
in teacher’s institutes the number reached 68% in 
1980 against 47% in 1970, in higher education ratio 
of females reached 31% , great numbers of them 
specialized in scientific fields, engineering, agricul- 
ture, medicine which were confined to man in the 
past. 
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Second: 


Third: 


Equality in Training Opportunities: 


Training is a basic method in enabling woman to gain 
new skills and develop the one she has. Thus, training 
prograrames worked by vocational organizations, mass 
organizations and state establishments aim at offering the 
woman an opportunity to benefit from these program- 
mes as man. 


Special programmes for training women on particular 
vocation that harmonize with their skills and offer them 
new job opportunities, have been worked out. The 
General Federation of Iraqi Women contribution in this 
aspect came as a distinguished one. It established within 
its central secretariates, a secretariat specializing in the 
affairs of training and development. This specialized 
secretariat shoulder the task of organizing ‘Training 
Courses’ for women in various vocational specializations 
and walks of life. 


Equality in Democratic Practices: 


Complete equality has been realized in this field. Woman 
participated in the elections and nominations for the 
mass and vocational federations and unions. Women also 
ran as an electoral and candidate in the elections of the 
first National Assembly in the country. 


Sixteen women have been elected for the membership of 
the National Assembly. Now, they are carrying out their 
roles within the vatious Assembly’s committees in dis- 
cussing laws and legislations and in inspecting various 
activities of the State organs. 
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Fourth: 


Fifth: 


Sixth: 


Equality in Labour Opportunities: 


Equality in labour opportunity in various economic 
activities have been realized for woman. Woman proved 
to be highly qualified in the new jobs she shouldered, 
which were confined to man in the past. Women in Iraq 
work in all ministries and state establishments, occupying 
many senior posts as pilots in military airplanes, conduc- 
tors in buses, officers, judges, general prosecuter and 
traffic police are among the new jobs, woman is involv- 
ing herself with, besides the traditional jobs which she 
used to practice in the fields of medicine, engineering, 
education and other services.An annual increase of 11.6% 
in the number of working woman has been achieved as a 
result of the equality given to woman. 


Equality in Payment and Allowances: 


All laws and regulations issued after the revolution, 
affirmed full equality in payments, wages and allowances. 
Man and woman carrying the same job are equally paid. 
Man and woman enjoy equal annual leaves. 


Working woman and officials in the government get 76 
full payment maternity leave besides 6 months half 
payment maternity leave also. Marital allowances are paid 
equally to wife and husband. 


Legal Equality: 


Legal equality in all fields has been realized for woman. 
Woman has the right to own a plot of land according to 
Agrarian Reform Law in the same manner man owns a 
plot of land. 


The Cooperatives’ Law granted woman the right to be 
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Seventh: 


full member in the cooperatives, enjoying the same rights 
and duties stipulated by the law. Man and woman are 
equal in service and labour laws. 


In general, all laws issued after the Revolution, were 
inspired by the constitution, which affirmed complete 
equality in rights and duties for all citizens without any 
discrimination. 


Equality in enjoying State Services: 


Woman has the right to enjoy all services offered to 
citizens free by state establishments such as health, 
education, cultural and entertainment services. Woman 
and man benefit from all these services. 


Equalizing woman in society came as a true translation 
for the Arab Ba’th Socialist Party’s principals; the leading 
Party which affirmed in its constitution of 1947 that 
Arab women enjoys all citizenship rights and that the 
Party is struggling to raise her level to become capable of 
enjoying these rights. 


President Saddam Hussein clarified the Revolution’s 
stand by granting the woman her rights and ensuring her 
equality in society by saying: “The new rights, the 
woman obtained have not been taken from the man’s 
rights, but rather from the tyrant’s share who used to 
oppress and exploit people in Iraq”’. 


Equalizing woman in society on the level of Iraqi region, 
has exploded woman’s energies and increased her con- 
tribution in the development process, which in its turn 
hastened the construction process, the country is witness- 
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ing on a large scale since the emergence of July 17 
Revolution of 1968, under the Leadership of the Arab 
Ba’th Socialist Party. 


The General Federation of Iraqi Women contributed in 
its part in promoting woman make her aware of the 
equality realized for her in society, urge her to benefit 
from it and enjoy the rights granted for her. 


The positive results arose the anger of colonialism, 
Zionism and reactionary forces, which found in this 
achievemenet ‘equalizing woman in society’ an impor- 
tant indication pointing to the actual progress of Iraq, 
and a serious source of threats to their illigitimate 
interests and objectives in the region. 


Hence, emerged the treacherous Persian aggression on 
Iraq, and the Zionist aggression on the Iraqi Nuclear 
installations. The later supplied Iran with weapons and 
spare parts through third party with the blessing of USA. 


These aggressions came as an expression of the old 
hatred and gradge the unsacred tripartite alliance be- 
tween colonialist, Zionist and reactionary forces to 
overthrow the Revolution in Iraq and destract the gains 
realized for Iraqi woman in particular and to the masses 
of the people in general. 


The dangers Iraq is facing and the obstacles being put to 
hinder its march in equalizing woman in society are the 
same dangers the woman in Palestine, in Lebanon and 
other countries in Africa and Latin America are facing, 
which urge us to consolidate efforts to confront these 
dangers. 
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These facts urge us to submit the following recommenda- 
tions to the conference Chairmanship’s Committee, to 
include them in the final statement which will be issued 
at the end of its meetings. 


The recommendations are as follows: 


1. Condemning the Persian aggression on Iraq, and 
supporting Iraq’s rights in sovereignty over its land 
and water. 


2. Condemning the Zionist aggression on Iraqi Nuclear 
installations, and supporting Iraq in using atom for 
peaceful purposes. 


3. Supporting the Palestinian Woman struggle against 
Zionism and imperialism, also supporting the Palesti- 
nian people struggle under the leadership of the 
Palestinian Liberation Organization (PLO)in return- 
ing to Palestine, restoring all usurped territories and 
establishing the Palestinian State. 


4. Supporting the woman in Lebanon in her just strug- 
gle to put an end to the civil war in Lebanon and 
attempts of partion which threaten Lebanon’s entity 
and independence. 


5. Condemning aparthid and all forms of racial dis- 
crimination woman in many parts of the world 
specially in Africa is suffering from, also supporting 
woman’s struggle everywhere for the realization of 
equality in society. 
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Condemning the practices of the reactionary Persian 
regime attempting to root backwardness the Persian 
woman enherted, usurpe her from her rights and 
bring her back to the ages of backwardness and 
darkness under the veil of religion. 
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PAPER 
OF 
THE GENERAL FEDERATION OF IRAQI WOMEN 
PRESENTED 
TO 
THE COMMISSION OF WOMAN AND FAMILY 


Undoubtedly, the draft committee’s statement on ‘Woman and 
the Family’ represents a refreshing new way of chanelling discussion 
and should be evaluated accordingly. 


Now, the family has enjoyed special care since July 17, 1968 
Revolution, under the auspices of the Arab Ba’th Socialist Party. 
The revolution considers woman the foundation stone of society, 
and as such, has concentrated on translating her to her rightful place 
within society. 


Foremost among accomplishments along this line: 


1. Providing free health services for all members of the 
family. 


2. Provision of ultra-modern household appliances which ease 
the burden of daily chores. 


3. Nurseries have been doubled in number, leaving mothers 
free to wend their way down the fruitful path of produc- 


tion. 


4. Children of age 4-5 registered in kindergartens for school- 
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10. 


11. 


year 1980/1981 show an increase of 392% over pre-revolu- 
tion days. 


Working mothers are now entitled to a pregnancy and 
nativity vacation of 72 days complete with full salary, and 
a motherhood vacation of six months, with one-half of 
her salary, eligible up to the fourth child. 


Child bonuses are granted to a working mother, providing 
that her husband receives not such bonuses. 


Children are entitled to both their deceased parents’ 
pensions. 


An only girl is entitled to the whole inheritance, same as a 
boy. 


Marriages contracted outside the jurisdiction of courts 
have been declared null and void. 


Forced marriages have been prohibited, and women have 
been granted the night of separation from their husbands; 
polygamy has also been prohibited, save that all parties 
concerned be in agreement, that a court-permit be avail- 
able, and certain other conditions. 


A mother now has the right to raise her child until the 
age of 10, liable for extension, as the child’s interests may. 
require, until 15, upon which age he has the right to 
decide unto which parent he shall cleave, his decision 
being analysed by psychiatric specialists. 


Social care has been provided unto all itizens, throughout 
their life times, and unto their families after their demise, 


28 


13. 


14. 


16. 


the aforesaid provision covering families of low-income, or 
none at all, disabled children, orphans, widows, seniles, 
and children who are the victim of familial dislocation. 


Under-age health, social, and schooling affairs have been 
regulated, a monthly stipend being provided in case the 
child is denuded of financial support. 


Practical remedies have been provided for such cases as 
children whose ancestry is shrouded in mystery, juvenile 
delinquents, and homeless children; remedies which ensure 
that they shall enter adulthood as worthy citizens doing 
their bit for society. 


A fund has been established for temporary expenditures 
for women, who fail in obtaining expenditures due to the 
absence of their husbands, who are either in prison or 
refuse to pay such expenditures. 


Material and moral incentive have been provided for early 
marriage, so that society may be enriched with healthy, 
vigorous, new societies. 


The General Federation of Iraqi Women (GFIW), wholly 
conscious of the invaluability of developing the family, that worthy 
foundation stone of society, has done more than is possible towards 
enlightening the female half of society as to their role, indeed, a 
special bureau for family affairs has been formed at the GFIW’s 


Secretariat-General. 


This new Secretariat has played a great role in providing health 
and social care for family and children, inspecting health establish- 
ments, mother-care centres, visiting penal institutions and aiding 


prisoners and their families. 
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Another special bureau looks after nurseries; the number of nur- 
series belonging to the GFIW soaring above 100, equipped with all 
material and human requirements that enable them to take care of 
that great national treasure, children. 


Now, these achievements are all a material translation of Ba’th 
Party ideology; the Party’s constitution, issued in 1947, states 
categorically that (the family is the nation’s basic cell therefore, the 
state must protect, encourage and cherish it), and that (procreation 
is primarily the family’s responsibility, and secondly, the state’s, 
therefore the state must encourage it’s intensification). 


Also, constitution emphasizes that (marriage is a national duty 
that must be encouraged and guided). 


All these accomplishments are, of course, threatened by Ameri- 
can imperialism and other enemies of the Arab nation; these ene- 
mies biding their time till the first opportunity comes along to abort 
the Iraqi revolution and destruct the gains realized for the Iraqi 
people. 


The Persian racists attacked Iraq, being supplied with Zionist 
arms through a third party, with the blessings of the U.S., that 
ringleader of imperialism !. 


Iraq, conscious of the horrors that war would bring to the 
Persian peoples and families, and furthermore, wishing to live in 


peace with its neighbours, declared its willingness to cease fire and 
withdraw, from territories occupied during the fighting, provided 


that the Persians acknowledge Iraqi rights. 


But the racist Persian regime turned down Iraq’s generous offer 
and all peace initiatives likewise. 


Here, we like to remind your esteemed Committee of the 
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horrors and oppression the Palestinian woman is grooming under in 
occupied Palestine, depriving her from the minimum level of decent 
life. 


The Zionist continuous aggressions on Lebanon and the Palesti- 
nian camps, constitutes a clear threat to the unity ana independence 
of Lebanon, and inflicts serious injuries on the Lebanese woman 
issue, which will affect negatively the family in Lebanon. 


The horrors endured by peoples groaning under the imperialist, 


dictatorial, and racist yoke in Africa and Latin America, as well as 
racial discnmination and exploitation, are a paramount obstacle to 


family progress. 


The Non-Aligned Countries’ Congress on the role of women in 
development, held in Baghdad, from May 3-16, 1979, adopted 
several concrete proposals, later on submitted to the Havana Non- 
Aligned Summit which convened the following September. 


The Havana Summit praised these resolutions as a fine starting- 
point for liberating the women of underdeveloped countries, and 
submitted it in turn to the Copenhagen Summit. 


In view of all the afore-mentioned, J shall take the liberty to 
request of this esteemed committee to adopt the following resolu- 
tions, to be submitted to the conference presidency to include them 


in the final statement: 


1. To condemn the Persian aggression on Iraq, and acknowledge 
Iraqi sovereignty territorial and maritime rights. 


2. To condemn the Zionist attack on Iraqi nuclear installations 
which aimed at obstructing Iraq’s use of atom. 


3. To support the Palestinian people in their battle for their 
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rights, and setting up of a state. 


To condemn the Zionist attacks on Lebanon and the Palesti- 
nian camps, and to support the Lebanese people, in their 
struggle for unity and independence. 


To support the heroic struggle of peoples that strive to throw 
off the colonialist, neo-colonialist, and racist yoke in Africa, 
Latin America, and all countries in this Globe, until these 
peoples achieve complete liberation. 


To support and evaluate the resolutions of the Conference held 
in Baghdad in 1975 on the ‘Role of Woman in Development in 
Non-Aligned and Developing Countries’. 
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PAPER 
OF 
THE GENERAL FEDERATION OF IRAQI WOMEN 
PRESENTED 
TO 
THE WOMAN’S COMMISSION ON PEACE AND DISARMAMENT 


The paper the Commission is now discussing on ‘Peace and 
Disarmament’ has been prepared by the working group. 


Realization of peace and disarmament is a basic goal of all 
peace loving nations in the world. Woman finds in the realization of 
this goal, a basic foundation to realize her aspirations and aims in 
liberty and equality. 


The Iraqi woman finds in July 17 Revolution which emanci- 
pated her and enabled her to contribute in the process of society 
build up; the hope which has been realized for her after a long hard 
struggle. Hence, she placed her great confidence in this revolution, 
struggled for the accomplishments of its aims, and contributed in 
protecting it from all conspirational attempts, which tried to abort 
the revolution and stick the gains realized for the masses and for 
woman in particular. Thus, the woman pursued the revolution’s 
policy with the third world countries formed in the light of com- 
mon interests within the U.N. Charter and the International Laws, 
in the manner that serves peace in the world. 


President Saddam Hussein affirmed this policy in the National 


Declaration he announced on February 8, 1980, which included 
basic points in regard to regulating national relations among Arab 
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countries on one hand and between Arab countries and neighbour- 
ing countries on the other. 


The basic points are as follows: 


1. The rejection of the presence of foreign armies and 
military forces or any foreign forces and military bases or 
any facilities in any form, or under any pretex or cover or 
for any reason whatsoever in the Arab homeland. 


2. Prohibiting the use of armed forces by any Arab country 
against any other Arab country, or by the Arab countries 
against the neighbouring countries. All disputes that may 
arise among Arab countries should be settled by peaceful 
means. 


3. Refraining from use of force except in self-defence and in 
the defence of the country’s sovereignty from the threats 
that might harm the security of the Arab countries and 
their interests. 


4. Affirming the commitments of Arab countries to the 
International Laws and Conventions regarding the use ot 
land, waterway, and airspace by any country that is not at 
war with any Arab country. 


5. The necessity of keeping away from the arenas of interna- 
tional conflicts and wars and adopting a neutral and 
non-aligned stand towards any side of a conflict or war 
except when the Arab territorial integrity and sovereignty 
of Arab countries are violated by any side in the conflict. 


Departing from this stand and realizing the dangers behind 
nuclear weapons proleferation Iraq signed inl1970 the 
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nuclear non-profileration treaty. Iraq still remains a 
signatory to the treaty. 


Iraq, which is keen to maintain peace in the world, rejects 
all forms of fake peace not accomplishing peoples’ in- 
terests and impairing the independence of their nations. 


Departing from this point, Iraq rejected Camp David 
accords, which ignored the Palestinian peoples’ right in 
determining their destiny, regaining their usurped ter- 
ritories and establishing their independent state. 


Peace can not be achieved, unless peoples suffering from 
colonialism attain their independence. Iraq, has supported 
all the liberation movements in the world and condemned 
the policy of resorting to arms race and forming blocks 
and alliences pursued by imperialists countries, which 
turned many parts of the world to areas of influence and 
military bases that constitutes a great threat to world 
peace. 


Iraq, has also supported Lebanese people in its struggle against 
attempts of portition and its endeavour to stop the civil war which 
threatens Lebanon’s integrity and independence. Iraq, has also 
consolidated its solidarity and relations with Socialist countries, 
specially with friendly USSR, which entered into advanced stage 
with the signing of Iraqi-Soviet Treaty in April 9, 1972, which is a 
clear model for cooperation between independent states, irrespect of 
their differences of views. 


Iraq, was the first country to recognize the Democratic 
Republic of Germany. This shows the independent foreign policy 
Iraq is pursuing. 


Iraq, on the other hand endeavoured to build its internal front, 
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consolidate its economic independence and deepen the democratic 
values and principles among the ranks of citizenry. 


Iraq has build the country on a solid industrial and agricultural 
base through its development plans. 


Iraq, aiming to accelerate the development process in the 
country and bridge the gap with the advanced countries, is applying 
science and technology in its development programmes, including 
the use of atom for peaceful purposes. 


Iraq, has build a nuclear reactor under the supervision of the 
International Atomic Energy, 


This independent policy Iraq is pursuing has become a target 
for imperialists, Zionists and reactionary forces aiming to hinder 
Iraq’s progress and keep it backwarded, in order to be able to 
accomplish their vicious scheems in the area. 


This explain to us the obvious collaboration existing between 
USA, Iran and the Zionist entity. 


The war imposed on Iraq by the racist Persian regime, is an 
example of this collaboration, which was followed up by the attack 
on the Iraqi nuclear installations, and the Zionist’s supply of 
weapon and spare parts to the Persian regime through a third party 
with the blessing of USA, and the Iranian regime’s aggressive war 
against Iraq and its refusal of the latter’s ceasefire offers and 
withdrawal from Iranian territories occupied by the Iraqi army 
during the war provided that the Persian regime recognises Iraq’s 
rights and sovereignty over its land and water. 


Iraq’s wish to settle its conflict with Iran by peaceful means, 
although it is the victor in the war, stems from its realization of the 
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importance of achieving peace in the area and to dismiss any pretext 
for foreign interference and avoid the peoples in the area, woman in 
particular, the dangers and consequencies of wars. 


The Iraqi woman found in the Iranian regime aggression on 
Iraq, a direct aggression on her and the achievements she realized 
under the revolution. Thus, she worked since the early hours of the 
aggression to mobilise her capacities and capabilities for the service 
of the battle and achieving victory. 


The General Federation of Iraqi Women (GFIW) initiated all its 
programmes and activities for the service of the battle and 
awakening the women masses to the goals and dimensions of the 
Iranian regime aggression on Iraq. 


GFIW being the sole representative of Iraqi woman, realizing 
the importance of peace and disarmament and in the light of the 
problems and events we reviewed, that in our opinion, will hinder 
the accomplishment of this goal, we ask Conference Chairmanship 
Committee to include the following recommendations in its final 
statement: 


1. Denouncing Iranian aggression on Iraq, and supporting Iraq’s 
sovereignty rights over its land and water. 


2. Condemning the treacherous Zionist aggression on Iraq’s 
nuclear installations, confirming Iraq’s right in establishing 


nuclear programmes for peaceful purposes in a manner that 
enhances its potentialities and accelerates its development pro- 


grammes. Also appealing on woman’s organizations to ask their 
countries to render every possible help to Iraq, enabling it to ac- 
complish its nuclear programmes aiming to develop the national 
economy. 


3. Supporting the Palestinian woman’s struggle, offering all 
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necessary assistance for her struggle to attain the legitimate 
rights of the Palestinian people, and condemning Camp David 
accords and the settlement policy the Zionist entity is pursuing 
and its continuous attempts to judaise the Arab city Jerusalem, 
considering the Zionist movement as a racist movement 
reaffirming the resolutions taken by Mexico and Copenhagen 
Conferences. 


Supporting the Lebanese woman in her struggle for preserving 
Lebanon’s integrity, independence and unity, and putting an 
end to the civil war going on in Lebanon with the blessing of 
USA, the Zionist entity and their agents in the area. 


Denouncing the role being played by USA in turning several 
regions in the world to military bases threatening world peace 
and security, also condemning its attempts aiming at imposing 
U.S. hegemony on nations and threatening their vital interests 
by various pretexts. 


Expressing solidarity with the liberation movement in the 
world, and supporting the struggle of woman in Africa, Latin 
America, and Asia for liberation, independence and investment 
of natural resources of their countries in a manner that ensures 
economic and social reconstruction, and achieving welfare, 
prosperity and progress for their peoples. 
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PAPER 
OF 
THE GENERAL FEDERATION OF IRAQI WOMEN 
PRESENTED TO THE WOMAN’S COMMISSION 
ON 
NATIONAL INDEPENDENCE AND DEVELOPMENT 


The topic of women’s contribution to national independence and 
development will remain the axis for all conferences convened by or 
for women due to its vital importance as a prominent indication of 
women’s enlightment and liberation. 


Iraqi women have waged a hard and bitter struggle together with 
Iraqi masses to achieve the country’s full independence. They had 
fought the colonial monarchy regime, led masses’ demonstrations 
during popular uprisings and were consequently harrassed by the 
oppressive reactionary regime. Hevertheless, they continued with full 
determination and zeal. 


Following the advent of July 14 Revolution in 1958 which had 
toppled the monarchy, the Iraqi women expressed her full support to 
the revolution. Unfortunately the revolution was later diverted from 
its objectives and Iraqi people suffered the oppression of a dictatorship 
which had suppressed freedom and harrassed nationalists. 


However, Iraqi women were amidst struggle to overthrow that 
regime by effectively contributing to popular demonstrations and 
strikes. The Arab Ba’th Socialist Party’s (ABSP) women organiza- 
tion played a remarkable role in chanelling Iraqi women’s efforts 
towards toppling the dictatorship. Thus, in February 8, 1963, the 
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ABSP made its first revolution and abolished dictatorship. Accor- 
dingly Iraqi women through Al-Jumhuriya Women Organization start- 
ed its public activities to enhance national independence and develop- 
ment. 


Unfortunately the Ba’th revolution was assassinated by reac- 
tionary forces on October 18, 1965, marking the beginning of the 
women’s underground struggle to remove the reactionary regime 
which had seized power through treacherous means. But on July 17, 
1968, the ABSP’s second revolution came to defeat the reactionary 
regime and start a new era of development and reconstruction in 
Iraq. In its effort to enhance national independence the July 17 
Revolution has realised that such independence could not be 
attained unless the country’s economic independence was realised. 
Therefore, the leadership set for establishing a solid national 
economy capable of safe-guarding the political independence and 
free from the capitalist market domination. 


To attain this goal the revolution leadership had taken into 
consideration the following points: 


1. Scientifically and objectively diagnosing and studying the 
country’s deteriorating economic situation. 


2. Liberating Iraq’s resources and economy from all forms of 
foreign domination. 


3. Establishing a solid economy that would achieve increases in 
the national income, raise the individual’s living standard and 
abridge income gaps between society’s sects on one hand and 
city and rural areas on the other. 


In the light of the above-mentioned considerations, the 
revolution has achieved rapid and remarkable accomplishments: 
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Enactment of the Agrarian Reform Law No. 117 in 1970 
which marked the beginning of the agricultural revolution and 
the elemination of the remnants of the feudal system in Iraq. 


The nationalization of oil on June 1, 1972, liberation of Iraq’s 
natural resources and their utilization in the process of 
development and reconstruction. 


National development of Iraq’s oil and sulphur in order to 
utilize national resources in promoting economic and social 
growth and achieving socialist reconstruction. 


Adopting socialist planning as an effective means to employ 
scientifically and practically all material and human resources 
for the purpose of realising social and economic development 
and creating proper conditions for the individual’s liberation of 
all forms of exploitation, domination and backwardness. 


Two Five-Year Development Plans were implemented and a 


third one for National Development has been executed since the 
beginning of the current year. The implementation of those plans 
have brought out tremendous development in Iraq’s social and 
economic construction whose features could be traced as follows: 


l. 


The National Income has attained an annual growth rate of 
27.9% in current prices during 1969-1980. 


A citizen’s share of the National Income has risen at an annual 
rate of 24.2% current prices and become ID.998.8 in 1980 
compared to ID.92.3 in 1969. 


The Socialist} Sector’s contribution to the total local production 


has risen from 24.5% in 1968 to 84% in 1980, and its 
investment rate from 35% to 80% during the same period. The 
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sector has started playing its leading role in promoting the 
National Economy and the process of socialist construction. Its 
relative contribution to agriculture has increased to 45% in 
1980 compared to 0,003% in 1968. In the field of oil, the rate 
reached 100% after it was only 0.002% in 1968. In the field of 
transformational industries it has jumped from 41%to 66% 
during the same period. In trading activities the rate rose from 
11% in 1968 to 40% in 1980. 


Iraq has generally worked for making radical transformations in 
its economic structure in the pursuit of transforming its unilateral 
economy mainly dependable on oil to a multi dimensional economy 
with solid industrial and agricultural basis. This objective was 
realised by following the policy of connecting oil’s revenues to the 
development’s needs on the one hand and the creation of new 
permanent resources under the full control of the State’s 
resolutions. 


Being the development’s tool and target the Iraqi individual 
and particularly the women, were fully involved in the country’s 
development process. The huge size of investments employed in the 
National Development Programmes needed a large size of skilled 
munpower that would efficiently shoulder the development tasks. It 
was not possible to provide such huge number of workers required 
for the development process. Therefore, the available manpower was 
fully utilized and prepared to make up for the lack of working 
power. So, the National Development Plans had emphasized on the 
importance of mobilizing women’s unemployment potentials and 
increasing their contribution in the development process. 


Efforts exerted in this regard have increased the percentage of 
women in manpower to become 19% in 1980 compared to 5% in 
the early 1970's. 


The gains obtained following implementation of development 
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programmes have helped women to raise their cultural, economic 
and social standard and enabled them to assume a distinctive role in 
the social transformation process. 


The General Federation of Iraqi Women (GFIW), on its part 
and through its various programmes, has tremendously contributed 
to women’s enlightenment and involvement in the development 
process as well as overcoming difficulties jeoperdising women’s full 
participation in the reconstruction process. The Federation has 
trained a great number of women in different specialisations and 
established a large number of nurseries to accommodate children of 
the working mothers. 


Iraq, while establishing its own experiment of national 
independence and development, had profoundly realised that 
women’s emancipation in other world’s country was contingent on 
the size of progress those countries would achieve in the field of 
reconstruction and development. It had also believed that the 
economic and social backwardness those countries had inherited 
from the colonial domination could not be eliminated without 
changing the unjust world economic order which had created the 
unjust balance between world nations. 


Emanating trom its human obligations Iraq took the initiative 
of rendering financial aids to the world’s developing countries which 
amounted to US$2,200 million in 1979. The Iraqi Fund for Foreign 
Development had given, since its establishment in 1974 till 1980, 
loans of US$1,362.3 million to Arab, African, Asian and Latin 
America countries. It has also promised to render long-term, 
non-interest loans to 12 developing countries in 1980 that would 
equal the total increases in oil prices during the second half of 1979 
and according to the oil quantities imported by those countries 
from Iraqi during that period which totalled to US$208.8 million. 


President Saddam Hussein had also submitted a proposal to the 
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Conference of ‘‘The Role of Woman in Development in Non-Aligned 
and Developing Countries” held in Baghdad in 1979, and to the 
Havana Summit in the same year stipulating the establishment of a 
world fund to which all the industrialised and oil exporting 
countries should contribute as much as the inflation they directly 
export to the developing countries. The fund should also contribute 
to compensating developing countries for damages caused by 
imported inflation. 


Iraq’s |liberated political and economic policy was confronted 
by many threats imposed by those whose interests were endangered 
by Iraqi’s ideological orientation. Those forces have made their own 
allience in order to damage Iraq’s pioneering experiment in the field 
of development and reconstruction. The war imposed by the Iranian 
regime on Iraq, the Zionist enemy’s attack on Iraq’s nuclear 
installations and its overt collaboration with the Persian regime are 
only some signs of discontent with Iraq’s progressive march. Thus, 
President Saddam Hussein stressed that “one of the most important 
causes for the war was to impede Iraq’s development process and 
the process of reconstruction in general’’. 


Therefore, Iraq was determined to foil the enemy’s schemes by 
proceeding forward with its development progress at the time when 
its soldiers were scoring tremendous victories against the aggressors. 
The investments allocated for 1981’s annual plan reached ID.6,743 
million with an increase over last year’s allocations of ID.503 
million demonstrating Iraq’s full determination to carry on with its 
reconstruction and development programme despite war conditions. 


Having realised the size of dangers threatening national 
independence and hindering development process, the Iraqi woman, 
since the early hours of the Persian aggression, had took part in 
repulsing the aggression and exerting extra effort for the 
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continuation of the development process. She was able to replace 
men who were engaged in fighting the aggressors and efficiently 
fulfil her duties. 


Iraq’s experiment in the field of national independence and 
development was guided by the Arab Ba’th Socialist Party’s 
principles which emphasized that no political independence could 
possibly achieved without an economic one. Those principles have 
ensured success to the country’s experiment. 


Stemming from Iraq’s high concern over its experiment in the 
field of national independence and development to which the Iraqi 
woman has contributed tremendously, we kindly request the 
committee to include in its concluding report, which is to be 
submitted to the Conference Chairmanship’s Committee, the 
following recommendations so that they would appear in the 
conference’s concluding statement: 


1. Condemnation of the Iranian aggression on Iraq and rendering 
support to its legitimate right of sovereignty over its water and 
land. 


2. Condemnation of the Zionist aggression on Iraq’s nuclear 
installations and voicing support to Iraq’s nuclear programmes 
which aim at using nuclear energy for peaceful purposes of 
promoting its technological capabilities for the process of 
development and reconstruction. 


3. Denouncing the US-Iran-Zionist collaboration which threatens 


Iraq’s revolution and jeopardises the woman and the Iraqi 
Masses’ gains. 
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PAPER 
OF 
THE GENERAL FEDERATION OF IRAQI WOMEN 
SUBMITTED 
TO 
THE COOPERATION COMMISSION 
BETWEEN 


NATIONAL’ REGIONAL AND INTERNATIONAL 
ORGANIZATIONS 


AND THE UNITED NATIONS ORGANIZATIONS 


The report submitted to the Commission explicitly expresses 
the aspirations of women federations in the world, towards the 
realization of the best formulas for cooperation between three 
federations to achieve women’s objective in liberty, equity, national 
independence and peace. The report has been prepared by the 
working group on cooperation between regional, national and 
international organizations and the United Nations. 


We, in Iraq, fully realise the significance of cooperation on all 
levels. We also realise that if we reach the best formulas of 
cooperation, friendship will be enhanced between us and the peoples 
of the world. This will also make them understand our just issues. 
Moreover, such a cooperation will achieve positive interaction 
between us and the peoples of the world as far as joint struggle 
against imperialism, Zionism, reactionary and the enemies of peace 
in the world is concerned. We likewise do not deny the importance 
of cooperation in getting benefit from other experiments to realise 
our own and preserve its orginality which stems from our heritage 
and ancient traditions. 


Since the outbreak of 17 July Revolution of 1968, led by the 
Arab Ba’th Socialist Party (ABSP), Iraq has sought to deepen its 
relations with other countries in all fields. Scores of agreements and 


53 


protocols were signed in the last ten years. On Party level the ABSP 
bolstered up its relations with progressive organisations and 
liberation movements in the world. It has also provided them with 
the backing which would enable them achieve the objectives they 
are working for. Presently, ABSP has strong relations with the most 
national and progressive parties in the world. 


At home, ABSP submitted in 1971 the Pact of National Action 
and urged Iraqi progressive and national parties to discuss it to reach 
at a formula that would enhance the home front and make it more 
capable of meeting the dangers faced by the revolution. The result 
of the efforts exerted by the Party and Revolution in this field |was 
the creation of the Progressive Patriotic and National Front PPNF 
This alliance at the front has been also practised by Iraqi unions. 


The General Federation of Iraqi Women GFIW has received all 
support and backing from the leadership of Ba’th Party and 
Government. All the necessary needs enabling the Federation to 
carry on work efficiently to raise and develop the standard of 
women and urge them to benefit from the gains which the 
Revolution achieved for their sake, were made available. The 
Federation has also paid great attention to cooperation with other 
Iraqi unions in a manner which would help raising the standard of 
women in the country. 


With regard to the national level, the Federation has worked 
for the enhancement of relations with women unions in the Arab 
world within the framework of Arab Federation. Iraq was also 
assigned the post of foreign relations secretariat in the Arab Women 
Federation. It also played host to the Arab Centre for training of 
women leaders and back it materially and morally to carry out its 
objectives. 


In this year the headquarters of Arab Women Federation was 
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transferred to Baghdad and the Chairwoman of Iraqi Women 
Federation was elected as Secretary-General. 


As for its external relations, the Federation formed the general 
secretariat for foreign affairs which is responsible of enhancing ties 
with women unions in the world. 


Currently, the Federation’s external relations cover 65 women 
unions in various parts of the world. In 1980 it sent more than 17 
delegations to participate in various conferences and seminars 
dealing with women affairs. In the same year, the Federation hosted 
65 delegations comprising 150 members from various women 
organizations in the world. 


In May 1979, Iraqi hosted the conference of the Women’s Role 
in Development for the Nori-Aligned and Developing Countries”’ 
Delegations representing 45 countries attended the conference in 
addition to representatives from the United Nations, UN Programme 
for Development, International Labour Organization (ILO), World 
Health Organization (WHO), UN Organization for Industrial 
Development, the Economic Organization for East Asia, and the 
International Centre for General Establishments, Brazil, Mexico and 
Venezulla were also present as observers. A Swedish delegation was 
also present in Baghdad as honorary guest. The conference issued 
important resolutions which were passed to non-aligned summit 
which was held in Havana in the same year. The Havana Summit 
considered the conference’s resolutions as a good foundation for the 
development of women in non-aligned and developing countries. 


The resolutions were later submitted to Copenhagen conference 
where they were adopted as an important document. The 
resolutions included specific recommendations on _ cooperation 
between national organizations, exchange of experiences, and 
ensuring the continuation of cooperation in a manner that would 
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help the realization of the programme of economic action for the 
non-aligned and developing countries. 


On the other hand, Iraq effectively contributed to the 
conference of ‘““The U.N. Decade of the Woman’’, which was held in 
Copenhagen in July 1980. Previously Iraq had also taken part in 
Mexico Conference held in 1975. It also participated in all the 
meetings held by regional and international organizations which 
focused on the issue of the woman and the necessity of providing 
all the prerequisites of her emancipation. 


At present, we are now very serious to implement the plan of 
the second half of the woman’s decade approved by the Copenhagen 
Conference. We also believe that the suitable conditions made 
available for the Iraqgi women by the Revolution will help us 
implement the plan before schedule. This will, undoubtedly widen 
horizons of cooperation and friendship between our Federation and 
regional and international women unions on one hand and the 
united Nations Organization on the other. 


We also fully realise that the importance of providing 
necessary opportunities for the promotion of ties of cooperation 
between the national, regional and international organizations and 
the U.N. will not only serve women’s objectives in emancipation and 
equity but it will also help in changing international relations on the 
basis of peaceful coexistence and equal cooperation among nations. 


Therefore, we consider the war which was imposed on us by 
the Iranian regime an obvious violation of all international laws and 
norms which were basically laid down to develop relations between 
countries and nations in a manner serving world peace and realizing 
social and economic progress. The fact that the Iranian regime has 
turned down all Iraqi moves to stop the fight and pursue peaceful 
means to solve the conflict confirms that the Persian regime is being 
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geared by a plan laid down in coordination with American 
imperialism and Zionism to harm the Iraqi Revolution and destroy 
all the gains which it achieved for the woman and the people. 


The world at large is now aware of the conspiracy against Iraq. 
This has been confirmed by the Zionist entity’s attack over Iraqi 
nuclear reactor and its supply of arms and spare parts to Iran 
through a third party with the backing of the USA. This vicious 
conspiracy hinders all the measures, which we believe would 
enhance international relations and cooperation among nations since 
our conference through this Committee tries to consolidate these 
relations by promoting cooperation between international, regional 
and national organizations and the United Nations. 


Such a situation obliges us to propose that the Committe 
approve the following recommendations and pass them over to the 
Conference’s Chairmanship Committee to include them in its final 
statement: 


1. Condemning the Iranian aggression on Iraq, and supporting 
Iraq’s rights in sovereignty over its territories and waters. 


2. Condemning the Zionist aggression on Iraqi nuclear reactor and 
voicing support to Iraq’s nuclear programme which aims at the 
use of the atom for peaceful purposes and the development of 
the technological structure to step up the process of 
development and building. 


3. Denouncing the collaboration between the Iranian regime and 
the Zionist entity and the USA which aims at striking at the 


Iraqi Revolution and its gains. 


4. Providing support and backing to women’s unions in Palestine 
and other countries subjected to colonialism and_ racial 
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discrimination and offering them the necessary aid to ensure 
the continuation of their struggle for the realization of their 
objectives in freedom and independence. 


Urging regional and international organizations and the United 
Nations to support the struggle of the Palestinian people for 
the full liberation of their land and the establishment of their 
state under the leadership of the Palestine Liberation 
Organization and also expressing denounciation of Camp David 
accords which force liquidation settlement without taking into 
consideration the Palestinian people. 


Declaring support to, and evaluation of the resolutions of the 
Conference of “the Women’s Role in Development in 
Non-Aligned and Developing Countries’, which was held in 
Baghdad in May 1979, since these resolutions provide a 
successful basis for the cooperation between the organizations 
which serve the women issue. 


Stressing the enchancement of cooperation between national 
organizations and the exchange of expertise and experiences 
between them in a manner which would serve the women’s 
issue; and the holding of special meeting to be attended by 
experts from these organizations to define the horizons of 
cooperation and means of implementing them. 


Backing the struggle of the woman in the countries which have 
no women unions and providing her with the necessary aid to 
help her organize a union and escalate her struggle so that she 
would reach her objectives. 


Calling upon the regional and national organizations to 
concentrate their efforts and activities for the sake of providing 
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10. 


material and moral backing to the women in the countries in 
which the woman is in a backward *?tuation in order to help 
her realise the working plan of the second half of the U.N. 
Decade on Women. 


Establishing a follow-up bureau to be linked with the 
International Democratic Union to follow up the extent of 
implementation of women organizations of the working plan of 
the second half of .the U.N. Decade of Women and their 
committments towards the implementation of this conference’s 
resolutions. The results of the follow up bureau should be 
circulated to the member organizations so that they would 
benefit from their activities in enriching their special 
experiments. 
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